
MINNESOTA STATE COUNCIL

EMERGENCY NURSES ASSOCIATION (ENA)

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

ORGANIZATION

The name of this organization shall be the Minnesota State Council of The EMERGENCY NURSES ASSOCIATION (ENA), a not-for-profit corporation incorporated in the State of Minnesota.

Section 1: Purpose

The purposes for which the corporation is organized are educational, within the meaning of  Section 501c (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, including but not limited to the advancement of emergency nursing through education and public awareness.

ARTICLE II

MISSION

Minnesota State Council ENA is a professional member organization recognized for promoting excellence in emergency nursing through leadership, research education and advocacy.

Purpose and Objectives

Section 1: Purpose:

This State Council is affiliated with the Emergency Nurses Association (ENA), at the State Level, chartered by the National Association (ENA), to implement its philosophy, objectives, and leadership on the State Level, as well as to coordinate the professional activities of Chapters within the State in liaison with the National Level (ENA):  General Assembly and the Board of Directors (ENA).  State Councils shall act in accord with Bylaws and Procedures established by the National Association (ENA).

ARTICAL III

MISSION OBJECTIVES

ENA Exists:

A.  To promote the specialty of emergency nursing.

B.  To promote the interests of ENA’s members and to improve the professional environment of    the emergency nurse through education and public awareness.

C.  To promote ethical principles as defined in the ENA Code of Ethics for Emergency Nurses and the American Nurses Association Code of Ethics.

D.  To actively collaborate with other health related organizations to improve emergency care.

E.   To be the primary resource for emergency nursing leadership, education, and research.

F.  To define standards that serve as a basis for emergency nursing practice.

G.  To develop, disseminate and evaluate emergency nursing education and research.

H.  To encourage interaction and mentorship among emergency nurses.

I.  To identify and disseminate information on key trends affecting and pertinent to emergency nursing. 

J.   To serve as an advocate for the public regarding emergency care.

Charter

A.  A formal charter certificate shall be issued each January by the National Association allow          the Minnesota State Council to function as an affiliate of the National Association at the               State Level. 

B.  Failure of the Minnesota State Council to adhere to the Bylaws and Procedures established          by the National Association shall be cause for suspension or revocation of Charter.  Such             suspension or revocation shall be in accord with procedures established by the National               Association.

ARTICLE  IV

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Classifications

A.  Active Member:


(1) National Members:
A.  The Chapters within the State, chartered by the National Association, shall be the Members         of the State Council.

B.  Each chapter has the Responsibility to provide active participation at the state level.

      (1)    Each chapter should have up to four members as a representative on the state                                     council.

     (2)     The state council, in conjunction with the chapters, will develop protocol to determine                the selection and seating of representatives on the state council. 

     (3)      The chapter should attempt to provide partial or full funding for the state council                          representatives participation at the state council meetings.

C. Each representatives' term of office shall be three (3) years with elections occurring on a rotating basis.

D.    Additional Chapter representatives shall be determined by the State Council  in 

        accord with National Association By- Laws and Procedures.) Shall be represented on the State Council by its respective Chapter President and one (1) appointed representative.

ARTICLE V

Officers

Section 1: Description:

     The Minnesota State Council shall be the Minnesota ENA official governing body responsible for the affairs of ENA.

Section 2:  Responsibilities:   

     Officers of the Minnesota State council shall exercise all the privileges and responsibilities as      an officer of the State Council as specified in the Bylaws and Procedures of the National             Association. 

Section 3:   Composition: 

     The Officers of the Minnesota State Council shall be President, President-Elect or Past                 President, and a Secretary/Treasurer.

A.  Officer Qualifications:

      1.  Current National Association membership.

      2.  Current professional nurse license.

B.  Responsibilities:  

      1. President: 

        (a)  Serve as Chief Executive Officer of the State Council.

        (b)  Coordinate all Council administrative activities.

        (c)  Appoint committee Chairpersons and committee members with Council approval, as     

              circumstances warrant.  

        (d)  Votes only if the State Council is tied.

      2.  Past-President:

          (a) The office of Past-President shall have a vote at State Council Meetings, serve for (1)                  year as an advisor to the President, and should the office of President become vacant                    before the election of a President-Elect, serve the unexpired first year of the term of                     the President.  

3.  President-Elect: 

            (a)  To perform any duties assigned by the President for the State Council.  

            (b)  To succeed to the office of President at the expiration of  the president's term.  In the                     event the position of the President becomes vacant,  the President-Elect shall serve                       the unexpired term and the term for which he/she was elected. 

4.   Secretary/Treasurer:

            (a)  To perform those duties as outline in Parliamentary Procedures and Common Law. 

            (b)  To maintain State Council financial records in accord with generally accepted                                  accounting procedures.

            (c)  To present a State Council budget proposal annually and to collaborate with                                   incoming Secretary/Treasurer elect. 

            (d)  To maintain State Council banking accounts and disbursements thereof.   

            (e)   Is responsible for providing orientation and support of incoming Secretary/Treasurer.

C.  Term of Office:

      1.  The State Council President shall serve for a term of 2 years.  The term of office shall begin on January 1st following the election.  

       2.  The President  shall serve as Past-President during the year immediately following                       their term of office or until President-Elect is named.

       3.  The State Council President-Elect shall succeed to the Office of the President at the                      conclusion of the term of office of the President.  This is a one (1) year term. 

       4.  The State Council Secretary/Treasurer shall serve for a term of 1 two (2) year term or                 until their successor is elected.  The term of office shall begin January 1st following the             election.    

Section 4: Elections:  

       1.  Elections shall be held biannually.

       2.  State Council Officers must be nominated by State Council members and elected in the               manner as described in Procedures, by a majority vote of the Chapter Representatives at              a business meeting to be scheduled prior to January 1st.

       3. All Minnesota members are eligible to hold a State Council Office.  Requirements for                 eligibility will include: 

              (a)  Current active participation or involvement at State Council level. 

              (b)  Must meet eligibility requirements of Officer Qualification (ART V, Sec. 3: A).
Section 5.  Vacancies:

       Unless stated otherwise in these Bylaws, vacancies may be filled for the unexpired term of          office, by the State Council Members.

ARTICLE  VI

Meetings: 

A.  The Minnesota State council shall meet at least four times a year.   Meetings shall be called         by the President.  One meeting will be held prior to National's Annual General Assembly.

B.   Special Meetings may be called upon the written request of a majority of the Council                   Representatives. 

C.   A majority of the State Council Representatives (with a minimum of 2/3 of  State Council)          shall constitute a quorum for any meeting of the State Council.

ARTICLE VII

Delegates to the General Assembly: 

A.   The number of and qualifications for Delegates to the National Association's General                   Assembly shall be determined by the Bylaws and Procedures of the National Association.

B. The State Council members will determine the method for Delegate Selection from the           models provided in the Procedures of the National Association and outlined in Minnesota        Procedures
C.   The secretary informs the Chapters and each applicant of the results.

D.   Delegates or representatives must attend the State Council meeting prior to the National                         Association Annual General Assembly. 

E.   The president submits the names of the State Delegates and Alternate/s to the National office least 45 days prior to the National Association Annual General Assembly.

F.   Responsibilities of Delegates - (as outlined in Procedures) 

ARTICLE VIII 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Section 1: Description

The Officers of the Minnesota State Council shall be the official management policy determining component of the Minnesota Emergency Nurses Association.

Section 2; Responsibilities

A. To perform all duties entrusted to Directors of a corporation.

B. To develop and to abide by the Bylaws and procedures of the Association

C. To debate and determine State Council policy regarding the management of the affairs of the Association.

D. To supervise and direct the business and financial affairs of the State Council

E. To develop, monitor and evaluate programs which implement Association policy established by the Bylaws and the General Assembly

F. To identify relevant professional issues for presentation to and action by the General Assembly

G. To identify relevant professional issues for presentation to the appropriate Board and Committees.

H. To direct and monitor activities of all the component divisions within the State Council in accord with Procedures.

Section 3: Composition

The Minnesota State Council Emergency Nurses Association shall be composed of 12-15 voting members and one (1) non-voting member.

B.  The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the management of the affairs of the                    Minnesota State Council between its business meeting and shall perform such other duties as       are specified in these Bylaws.  The Board of Directors is subject to the orders of the State            Council Representatives and none of its acts shall conflict with action taken by the State              Council. 

C.  Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be called by the President. 

D.  The presence of the President and one (1) other officer shall constitute a quorum for any              meeting of the Board of Directors. 

E.   A written report will be delivered at the next State Council meeting outlining action taken           at such special meetings. 

F.  No monetary transactions may take place without prior consent of the State Council body at a      Board of Director meeting.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES: 

Section 1: Description

The State Council shall have Ad Hoc Committees in sufficient numbers necessary to address State Council objectives, professional practice, special interests and Association programs.

A.  Standing Committees:

(1) There shall be 

(a)  Government Affairs

(b)  ENCARE.

(c) Trauma/Pediatric Committee

(2)  The Chairpersons of all Standing Committees shall serve as Consultants

B.  Special Committees
     Additional Standing and Special Committees may be appointed by the State Council, as           circumstances warrant. 

Section 2:  Appointments

Appointments to all Committees shall be made in accord with Procedures.

Section 3:  Composition, Qualifications, Term of Office, Responsibilities and Meetings 

The composition, qualifications term of office, responsibilities and meetings shall be specified in Procedures
Section 4: 
The size of each committee shall be determined by the State Council.  All committees shall assume duties and shall have such powers as assigned by the State Council.  Yearly written reports shall be submitted to State Council outlining past goals and outcomes.

All proposed budgets shall be submitted and approved.  Reimbursement shall be conducted in the same manner as the Minnesota State Council.
ARTICLE X 

Chapters:

A.   Chapters within the State of Minnesota are chartered affiliates of the National Association to        advance the profession of emergency nursing.  Chapters fall under the umbrella of the State         Council's Tax Exemption.

B.   Each Chapter is composed of individual National Association members.  Each Chapter shall        consist of no less than five (5) National Association Members.

C.   Chapter representation on the State Council shall be determined in such manner as provided         in these Bylaws and Procedures of the National Association.

D.   The structure, functions and powers of the Chapters shall be consistent with the Bylaws and         Procedures of the National Association.

ARTICLE XI

INDEMNIFICATION 

ENA shall indemnify, as set forth below, and to the fullest extent to which it is empowered to do so by the Illinois Nonprofit Corporation Act or any other applicable laws as may from time to time be in effect, any person who, by reason of being or having been a director, officer, employee, or agent of ENA, or who is or was serving at the request of ENA as a director, officer, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, and who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending, or completed action, suit, or proceeding.  The Association shall indemnify all Officers, Directors and employees for expenses incurred with the defense or settlement of any claim against such person by reason of service as an Officer, Director or employee, unless a judgment or other adjuration shall establish that such claim arose or resulted from any dishonest, fraudulent, criminal, malicious, or knowingly wrongful act, error or omission of such person.

ARTICLE  X

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES:

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the State Council in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the Bylaws and Procedures established by the National Association.

ARTICLE XII

DISSOLUTION:

In the event of dissolution of the State Council, the net assets of the corporation shall be applied and distributed as follows:

Section 1:

All liabilities and obligations shall be paid, satisfied, and discharged, or adequate provision shall be made thereof.

Section 2:

After payment of all liabilities and obligations under Section 1 of this Article XII, all remaining assets shall be distributed to an organization or organization organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, scholastic or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as tax exempt under Sections 501c  (3) or 501c (6) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or any subsequent law of the United States of America.

ARTICLE  XIV

Amendments:

A.   These bylaws may be amended only upon approval by the National Association's Committee        on Bylaws.  Before any amendments become effective, they must subsequently be approved         by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the State Council Members.

B.  Any amendment to the National Association Bylaws and Procedures having application to           these Bylaws shall take precedence over any State Council Bylaw provision and/or                       Procedures and amendment thereto shall automatically take effect.
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