ZVENA Mintes, Novewmber 9th, 2009

Present: Jean Peterson, Steve Makela, Laurie McLevis, Carole Gorden, Rebecca Westendorf, Pat Christofferson, Marnie Johnson, Terri Bergerson, Deb Horsman, Jody Doebbert, Diane Wrobleskim Susan Todzy

Reports:

September minutes were reviewed and approved as written. Marnie would like to start posting announcements and minutes more on the web page to save time and money. The documents can be placed there as a PDF link, so that anyone can print off a copy if so desired.
Mike Lee was absent but relayed the following information to Jean: 

Checking account balance: $12,204.25

CD: $3,108.42

Delegate dollars have not been paid out yet. We will need to be careful with our funding this year, as we will not be getting any conference funding from SE EMS as we usually do.

State Council Report: Nancy Johnson was absent but Jean, Laurie Mc, Deb H, Marnie, and Jody were all in attendance and gave report back on the various workgroups, checking account balance, etc. Workgroups are to return in February with amendments/updates that can be presented and voted on.

General and Scientific Assembly: Brief highlights by the 8 people who attended: delegates Jody Doebbert, Carole Gorden, Laurie Mc, Pat C, and Jean Peterson; Diane W, Marnie, and Susan also attended.
Spring Conference Updates: Dates are April 6th/7th; first meeting will take place next week.
Emergency Nurses’ Week Activities: “prizes” from the exhibit hall were down this year; Marnie distributed extras that she had brought home in exchange for nurses filling out a survey of what they would like from ZVENA. Requests for increased educational opportunities and social activities came out of the survey. This discussion was a segway into the followeing topic of:
2010 meeting dates and times: A tentative schedule was put out with four quarterly business meetings, four educational events without a business meeting, and a summer picnic for social event. The schedule will be tweaked as we confirm with speakers; our first event we will try to get a local person, such as Sharon Munns. March 8th will be at Winona for a business meeting AND educational offering.  Look to the website for a finalized calendar by mid-January.
Nominations, voting, and elections process: To be clear: the ballot that was sent out before state council was a preliminary ballot and was not intended for voting. It was to be for President Jean Peterson to review and approve or edit. There are concerns regarding how ZVENA elections take place; concerns for privacy vs whether or not people are actually entitled to vote in the election (ie, current member of our chapter, have they only voted once, etc). Agreed by all present that voting by email may not be comfortable for all members, and some may have concerns about retaliation for how they vote.Others were concerned that not everyone would understand that they could add write-in’s. Various methods for voting were discussed; revised ballot will be sent out via email but Jean and Marnie will devise a method by which people can send their vote privately. People can double-envelope their ballot and mail to Jean; outer envelope will contain name and membership number. Inner envelope would be blank. Jean can drop all of the unmarked envelopes into a single container and they can be opened as a group to avoid linking them to their owner. Jean will re-send the amended ballot.
Some people felt it was unclear that September 15th was the nominations deadline. Previous nominations were scrapped and it was agreed by all present that the official ballot would be finalized tonight. Nominations are as follows:

President-elect: Marnie Johnson nominated by Rebecca Westendorf and seconded by Diane Wrobleski.

Laurie McLevis nominated by Carole Gorden and seconded by Deb Horsman.  Laurie McLevis declined the nomination and asked that her name be removed from consideration.
Secretary: Pat Christofferson was nominated by Marnie Johnson and seconded by Rebecca Westendorf. 
Treasurer: Mike Lee has volunteered to continue as Treasurer and will run unopposed.
State Council (2 positions): Diane Wrobleski nominated by Deb Horsman and seconded by Carole Gorden; Carole Gorden nominated by Laurie Mc and seconded by Deb Horsman; Rebecca Westendorf nominated by Diane Wrobleski and seconded by Pat Christofferson. 
ZVENA Roadshow: Brief discussion; will table until spring when travel weather is better.
Current Membership Drive: Remember to do group membership! Saves us money and can earn us free stuff.
