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DELEGATE APPLICATION GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2007


Anyone wishing to represent Minnesota as a delegate to the 2007 General Assembly in Salt City, Utah, Sept. 26-27 must submit an application.  Please answer all of the questions below.  Then submit your application to your chapter president for verification by April 20, 2007

1. Name, address, home and work phone numbers.

2. ENA ID number, date of most recent renewal, total years of membership.

3. Chapter membership, number of meetings scheduled since January 2006 along with the number attended by you (50% required).

4. Positions held within ENA in the last three years – local, state, national.

5. Current CEN ID number or planned exam date.

6. Write a brief synopsis of your ENA professional involvement, including how you 

expect to contribute to ENA as a result of being a delegate to the General Assembly.

PLEASE MAKE A COPY OF THE MARY PINER AWARD IF SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION FOR IT ALSO

            Mary Piner Award

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Minnesota State Council is happy to again offer the Mary Piner Scholarship for the National Scientific Assembly, September 26-29, in Salt Lake.  The applicant for this award does not need to be a delegate to General Assembly.  Submit your application today!

To be eligible, the following information must be completed and submitted to your chapter president by April 20, 2007.  Chapter presidents will review all applications and forward them by April 28, 2007, to the State President.

1. Name, address, home and work phone numbers.

2. ENA ID number, date of most recent renewal, total years of membership.

3. Chapter membership, number of meetings scheduled since January 2006, along with the number attended by you.  (The requirement is 50%)

4. Positions held within ENA in the last three years – local, state, national.

5. Current CEN ID number or planned exam date.

6. Write a brief synopsis of your ENA professional involvement.

Minnesota Government Affairs

Debra Esse, MN GAC Chair

Member National ENA GAC

The 2007 Minnesota Legislative Session is well underway.  We, as emergency nurses, have the opportunity to make legislative impact in a number of ways, especially this year.  You can make your voice heard by contacting your legislator whether it is a Minnesota issue or a national issue.

Recently ENA released it’s safety scorecard ranking all 50 states. The "2006 ENA National Scorecard on State Highway Laws: A Roadmap for Injury Prevention" ranked Arizona at the bottom of the survey, with a score of two out of a possible 10. The scorecard is designed to educate legislators and the general public about their state's strengths, weaknesses and level of risk at a time of increased travel during the holiday season.

The scorecard rankings were based on ENA criteria derived from five policy areas that come under the jurisdiction of the states, four of which focused on the presence of highway safety laws including primary seatbelt laws, child passenger safety laws, graduated driver licensing (GDL) and universal motorcycle helmet laws. The fifth measure evaluated each state's capacity to respond to severe emergencies by determining the existence of initiatives that would allow a state to establish a statewide trauma system. 
Key information from the report:
-- Locations with the most highway safety and injury prevention laws in place according to ENA criteria include Washington, D.C., Washington, California, Georgia, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon and Tennessee
-- States with the fewest highway safety and injury prevention laws in place include Idaho, North Dakota, Ohio, Arkansas, Minnesota, South Dakota and Arizona
-- Six states currently do not have established statewide trauma system and have no plan in place for establishing a trauma system to respond to medical emergencies
Scorecard rankings:
District of Columbia. Washington – 10

California, Georgia, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Tennessee -- 9

Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Missouri, New Mexico, West Virginia, Wi -- 8
Alaska, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Michigan, New York, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Virginia -- 7
Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Wyoming -- 6
Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Rhode Island – 5
Idaho, North Dakota, Ohio -- 4
Arkansas, Minnesota, South Dakota -- 3
Arizona – 2
For more information on the scorecard and to learn more about the survey's ranking system/criteria, visit http://www.ena.org 
Note where Minnesota is in the rankings!  We only scored 3 out of 10.  That gives us a lot of opportunity for improvement in safety in Minnesota.  MN has a trauma system (sort of), secondary seatbelt law and child passenger safety until the age of 4.  We still do not have a primary seatbelt law, graduated drivers license for teens, helmet law, or booster seat laws.  We can have an impact on some of those items this year. 

Our plan for the 2007 legislative session is to support 2 bills that have been introduced:

1. MN Senate Bill 16(Companion bill HB 106) Seat belt use law expansion and violation as primary offense, surcharge imposition for offenders

2. MN House Bill 105 (companion SB 122) A bill for an act relating to traffic regulations; requiring passenger restraint for children under the age of eight in motor vehicles.  On 1/31/2007, H.F. 105 passed House Transportation Policy on an unanimous voice vote following two very small friendly amendments.  Dr. Furnival and Deputy Rayl did an outstanding job testifying as did the author, Rep. Hortman.  The bill has been referred to House Transportation Finance and I will let you know when that hearing will take place. Senate Transportation is hearing the bill on February 13th.
If you are interested in helping to pass these two pieces of legislation, please contact your state representative via email and let them know how you feel.  They listen to constituents from their own districts very closely.  

If you want more information about contacting a legislator, or find out who to contact, you can go to the ENA website, www.ena.org, and click on the Government and Advocay box on the left.  Then click on Legislative Action Center.  Once in there you can go to the state section and put in your zip code.  It will automatically show you who your legislators are and will hyperlink you to their emails.

We have found that legislators are responsive to emails and faxed letters right now.  They have the ability to scan for numbers in their district and block emails not from their district.  That is why we need everyone to contact their own legislator.  Another reason for the emails and faxes is that since 911 and the anthrax scare, it takes 3 to 8 weeks for a mailed letter to get to your legislators office by the time it goes through all of the screenings.  So email and fax are the best way to go right now unless you have the ability to meet them in person!

If you are interested in keeping up to date on these bills, either email me (debesse1717@comcast.net) or sing up for alerts in the ENA Legislative Action Center.

BOD Greeting - 2-2007

It is indeed my pleasure to again represent as the Minnesota Board Liaison for 2007.

I had the opportunity to meet many members (and non-members) when I visited the Twin Cities Chapter Cornerstones Conference, in Oct/Nov 06, and I heard that attendance at that conference one of the best, as well as the fact that you "ran out of" membership applications!!  That is a wonderful accomplishment.  Kudoes to those who worked so hard to plan and run the conference.  I truly had a wonderful time.

As you know, the Super Bowl of  football is over, but we need to make every day a SUPER day for our patients and ENA can help to do that.  We are all faced with crowding, boarding, violence, etc. every day, but we need to collectively assist in working on some possible solutions to the problems.  If you have a policy or plan that has worked well for you on a specific issue or problem, share it with ENA.  You never know when you can "ignite a spark" in someone else, who will take the idea, modify it for their facility and make things better for their staffs and patients.

You can also get involved with ENA on a national level in several ways:

1.  Take a look at the Scorecard on Injury Prevention and see how Minnesota fared in the scoring.  If there are weaknesses in the laws, that would save lives by strengthening or adopting a specific law, consider choosing an issue and work collaboratively with MN ACEP, EMS, State Highway and others, to help the legislators understand the issue and help to pass a law to protect the citizens of MN.

2.  Become a Resource Specialist in your specific area of expertise.

3.  Consider the 411 program and represent ENA concerns in your legislative district.

 (for information on any of these programs go to <www.ena.org> ).

These are only a few of the programs in which you can get involved and by so doing, prevent some injuries and maybe reduce some visits to an already crowded ED.   (See my Board Writes in March ENA Connection for more ideas).

Support your colleagues and get points for various gifts by sponsoring membership in ENA.  Just put your ENA number on the application, they get the membership and you get the credit.  Points accumulate and before you know it, both of you have benefited from that membership.  This is truly an exciting time for ENA - our membership is growing as people see a value in belonging to an organization that is growing and making changes in emergency care.  We truly are the trend setters for emergency care and frequently sought for our opinions on specific issues.  Keep up the good work.  If I can ever help any of you in any way, do not hesitate to call (301-869-0139) or email me <amayrncen@aol.com>.   Anne May, Board Liaison

North Memorial and Minnesota Ambulance Association Present The Long, Hot Summer of 2007
The Long, Hot Summer of 2007 will be held Friday, March 2 and Saturday, March 3 at the Northland Inn in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota.  This 18th annual conference on trauma and emergency care begins on Friday morning with five pre-conference sessions. Pre-conference sessions will include tracks for all levels of pre-hospital care providers and RNs.  The general conference begins Friday afternoon and continues through Saturday. Attendees may choose to attend one or both days. Sessions will include topics such as: 

- Pediatrics 




                        - Trauma Case Presentations 

- Management sessions sponsored by the MAA                      - Medical Emergencies 

- Near Drowning 





 - Meth 

- ...and many many more 

National speakers will include: Ron Willis (Nebraska); Thom Dick (Colorado); Roberta Baldus (Iowa) and Judy Siegle (North Dakota).  EMS and rescue personnel, law enforcement officers and emergency care nurses from the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and the Upper Midwest will want to consider attending this year’s event. Be sure to check out our expansive exhibit area between sessions and join us for entertainment Friday evening.  NEW: Download a copy of our preliminary brochure and registration form here. More expansive session descriptions are forthcoming. If you have questions, please call (800) 994-9780 or (763) 520-5451 in the Twin Cities.

	Diane Wrobleski

1533 Camelback CT NE

Rochester, MN    55906
	
	

	
	

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
	





Call for 2008 ENA National Scientific and General Assembly – Minneapolis, Minnesota.





Minnesota will be hosting the 2008 conference.  We need to start preparing for this even NOW.  If you would like to be on one of the committees preparing for this event, please contact me by email:wrobleski.diane@mayo.edu or 507-281-4056. We will have several face to face meetings and others will be held during a conference call.  We plan to have our first meeting after the first of the year.


This is our chance to show off Minnesota and our emergency nurses.





2007 State Council Meeting Dates


State Council meets quarterly in Forest Lake, MN at Perkins.  Meeting dates are:


February 7th


May 2nd


September 5th


November 7th


All Minnesota ENA members are welcome to attend.  Contact your chapter president for specifics. 





ENA Courses for 2007





February 27 & 28 (Tues & Wed)  TNCC*





March 28 & 29 (Wed and Thurs)  ENPC*





April 24 & 25 (Tues and Wed)     CATN*





May 30 & 31 (Wed and Thurs)     TNCC*





June/July– no class





August 24 (Friday)         TNCC recert**


If TNCC has changed significantly –  we may not be able to do this





October 22 & 23 (Mon & Tues)      TNCC*





November 28 & 29                    ENPC*





Dec 13 & 14 (Thurs & Fri)           CATN*





These dates best avoid ACLS EP, typical Cornerstones dates, & ENA National Scientific Assembly





*/** cost: 2 day TNCC or ENPC or CATN


      $200.00 HealthEast – book extra ($50)


      $225.00 non-HealthEast – book extra ($50)





1 day recert TNCC (no ENPC recert yet)


       $150.00  HealthEast employee   book extra ($50)


       $175.00 Non-HealthEast employee  book extra ($50)





Register through Midway education – registration for all courses close 6 weeks prior to the date as course materials are sent out to you 4 weeks prior to the course and we need time to do this. All classes start at 0800, go to 1630 and will be held at the Oak Center at Woodwinds. For further info you may contact Joanie Somes at jmsomes@healtheast.org.
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Presidents Message





By Diane Wrobleski





	I hope that all of you had a wonderful holiday season spent with your families and loved ones.  I especially hope you are all keeping warm.  There are many important issues taking place in our state legislature and we need to be informed and proactive.  Take a minute to read the report provided by Deb Esse who is our governmental affairs representative.  Emergency nurses do make a difference.  It was partly due to Emergency nurses who testified many years ago that the seat belt law was passed in Minnesota at the time that it was.  We need to be involved.


	Last month I announced that Minnesota would be helping sponsor the 2008 ENA National Scientific and General Assembly.  So far I have only heard from 3 people.  This is your opportunity to help with a National meeting and show our peers what a great place Minnesota is to live and work.  It is a lot of fun.  If you have ever wanted to be involved at a National level send me an email and let me know.  


	The call for delegates and the Mary Piner Award are in this issue.  Please consider serving our state as a delegate to the National Assembly. 


	If you have great ideas or topics that you would like to see printed, send them my way and I will try to get them in the next STAT.  In closing, keep warm and consider being an active MN. ENA member.  











Continued on page 2














Calendar of Events


 


ZVC SPRING EMERGENCY CONFERENCE


Place  Kahler Grand Hotel 


              Rochester MN


DATE   April  11 & 12 2007





CATN  April 24, 2007


Oak Center, Woodwinds Hospital


For more information:


Joan Somes at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Somes@black-hole.com" ��Somes@black-hole.com� or


952-432-0815   or Register through HealthEast Registration at Midway Hospital


  





HCMC Trauma Expo 2007 �February 23 & 24th, 2007 �Hyatt - Downtown Minneapolis �612-873-5681 to register �Questions:  Sue Blake - 612-873-3272 ��HCMC Trauma Life in the ICU Conference �April 27th, 2007 �Contact:  Betty Stenglein �612-873-2397 �betty.stenglein@co.hennepin.mn.us 





Hutchinson - Rural Emergency Care Conference �March 26, 2007 �Hutchinson Event Center�Contact Jennifer Ellstrom �320-234-5166 





Karie Pearce, RN, BSN, CEN�Trauma & Critical Care Outreach (O9)�Hennepin County Medical Center�701 Park Ave. �Minneapolis, MN  55415�612-873-3449 or 1-800-346-4262,  ext 873-3449
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