5/2/2011

Dear Minnesota Emergency Nurses,

After my attendance to the Government Affairs workshop in Washington DC in January, I set of goal for myself to get involved with government affairs in some way.  At the workshop, I learned about the Congressional Nursing Caucus.  

The House Nursing Caucus provides Members of Congress an open forum to address issues affecting the nursing community. It also serves as a clearinghouse for information and a sounding board for ideas brought forth by the nursing community. The Caucus holds regular briefings on matters such as the nurse shortage, barriers to practice for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses, bioterrorism preparedness, health care reform, and patient safety issues. Every Member of Congress who belongs to the Nursing Caucus identifies a staff person dedicated to the Caucus and its issues. This increases the number of staff on Capitol Hill knowledgeable of nursing issues.   

Currently, there is not a Representative from Minnesota active in the Nursing Caucus.  I think we can change this.   I would like to propose a write-in campaign to each of our respective House Representative to encourage their involvement in the Nursing Caucus.

Attached is a template of a letter that you can use to get the word out to your Representative.   If you access the Legislative Action Center on the ENA Website, you can send messages to you legislator directly from the site.  If you prefer to send a more formal letter, contact information is also available on the website.

Please take action now.

Bonnie Swanoski

INSERT DATE

INSERT REPRESENTATIVE NAME

INSERT REP ADDRESS

DEAR (INSERT REPRESENTATIVE NAME),

The nursing profession is at a critical crossroads. Numbering more than 2.9 million, RNs are the largest healthcare workforce in America. Yet the supply of nurses is failing to meet our national need. The growing shortage of RNs is impacting the entire health care system, resulting in decreased patient care quality, and complicating efforts to prepare for natural disasters and acts of terrorism. 

I am an emergency room nurse and a member of the Emergency Nurses Association.  I would like to encourage you to join the Congressional Nursing Caucus. The Congressional Nursing Caucus was organized in 2003 to provide an open forum for educating members of congress and the senate about issues affecting the nursing community.  

***(INSERT A PERSONAL STORY ABOUT WHY THIS INVOLVEMENT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU.)
Please consider showing your support of nurses in the state of Minnesota by participating in the Congressional Nursing Caucus.   

Your Constituent, 

INSERT YOU NAME AND ADDRESS

