Wow!  Spring seems like it might just be here! And how do we know?  The application for General Assembly is due to be in your chapter president’s hands by April 20. Each of you should have received an application blank in your STAT newsletter. Being a delegate to the General Assembly is an exciting experience. Delegates get the opportunity to represent MN emergency nurses and formulate ED Nurse Practice recommendations. Participating in the parliamentary procedure, following Robert’s Rules of Order, and voting on agenda items sounds scary, but it is interesting and educational. 
       The application also looks scary, but if you have been involved at all with any emergency nursing activity – volunteering time teaching emergency courses, helping with/attending ED conferences, teaching TNCC, or ENPC, speaking on drinking and driving, or other safety topics to the community are all things that count toward the “activity” criteria. We know some of you do not have meetings in your area – as much as that is one of the criteria – just let us know if you are one of those people who are in an area without meetings and indicate that you are interested. The “how do you think you will contribute to ENA” always scared me too. We are just looking for you to be so excited after this, that you will become more involved and get others excited as well. 

     Sadly, we often do not have enough people applying to be a delegate. Even if you are not selected during the lottery, come and sit in on the proceedings in Mpls and see how the system works. You noticed I said “lottery”. The delegate selection process involves people sending in an application, the names being put into a cup (usually a coffee mug) and names are pulled out. The screening process is done by your Chapter President, who looks at how the application is completed. All the applications forwarded to State Council go into the cup. 
     Some of you may not know who your chapter president is. Well here it is!
 You are assigned to a chapter based on the first 3 digits of your zip code.  If your zip code starts with: 563, 564, 565, 566, 567, or 556, 557, 558 (old Lake Superior Chapter zip numbers), you are a member of the Central Chapter. Send your applications to Jane Smalley, so she can bring them to the State Council meeting. Jane’s address is 704 6th St. SW, Little Falls, MN 56345. If your zip starts with 562, 553, 554, 550, or 551, you belong to the Greater Twin Cities chapter. Your president is Deb Esse at 4659 Pine Cone Circle, Eagan, MN 55123. If your zip starts with 561, 560, or 559, you belong to the Zumbro chapter and your president is Deb Horsman at 2601 Pinewood Road S.E., Rochester, MN 55904. Send your application in by April 20 and I hope to see you at General Assembly.
    Other things to look for – the piggy banks! National ENA Foundation State challenge to raise money for scholarships will continue until the end of June. These scholarships are for nursing school. (This could be an EMT going for RN, an RN going for a BSN, an MSN, or even a PhD.)  The ENAF portion of the ENA page has a list of those who have received the thousands of dollars of scholarship over the last couple of years. An EMT from MN was a recent recipient of one of the scholarships. Piggy banks that state “Dollar$ for $cholar$” roaming Minnesota. Help us collect scholarship money. If we collect the most per capita, we will win scholarships for MN nurses to attend the Mpls convention. We currently have over $613 dollars in one of the piggy banks. If you want a bank for your ER, let me know and I will get you your own. I will need to start rounding up the pigs by mid June. 
      We are still working with National ENA as to how we can help host ED nurses this fall. We are collecting names and will make a call for help as soon as we know what the jobs that need doing will be. 
     Well, you all take care and I will send another note out soon. Send me a note via the website if you have any questions – www.minnesotaena.com.        Joanie Somes
